Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 21st October, 1985 by unknown
North
West
Water
0114b
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
To: Members of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee:
T A F Barnes (Chairman); J S Bailey;
R Bailey; A G R Brown; F Bunting;
J M Croft; P Ecroyd; J H Fell; D Grove; 
C Holland; R D Houghton; B Irving;
P Neal; J B Oldfield; Dr Pugh-’Thomas;
A Richardson; J B Robinsoni.
Dear Sir,
Please attend a meeting of the REGIONAL • FISHERIES ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE to be held at 2.30 pm on MONDAY, 21 OCTOBER 1985 at 
THE ‘ FRESHWATER BIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, THE FERRY HOUSE, 
WINDERMERE for consideration of the following business.
The meeting will be proceeded by a talk and inspection of 
fisheries work carried out by the Association which will 
commence at 10.30 am (see attached note, programme and map). A 
buffet lunch will be provided after the inspection at the Burn 
How Motel, Bowness on Windermere.
Yours faithfully,
W H CRACKLE
Secretary and Solicitor
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated and 
approved by the Board on 10 June 1985).
3. Appointment of fishery representatives to Local Land 
Drainage Advisory Committees.
4. Dates and venues of future meetings.
A G E N D A
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5. Review of New Fishery Byelaws.
€• River Lune Special Byelaws.
7. Proposed Haaf Net Limitation Order for Solway Firth.
8. Lead Poisoning in Swans.
9. River Kent Fish Passes - Progress Report.
10. Reservoirs - Fishery Leases.
11. Total Available Residual Chlorine (TARC) in the River Lune.
12. Fish Hatcheries - Progress.
13. Authority fishery - Halton.
14. Authority Investigations in to Acidity Problems in Rivers 
in Cumbria -Progress Report.
15. Other business.
0035b
NORTH WEST WATER
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
HELD ON 20 MAY 1985
P r e s e n t :
T .A .F . B a rn es  (C hairm an)
J . S .  B a i le y  C. H o llan d
A .G .R . Brown R.D. H oughton
J.M . C r o f t  B. I r v in g
P. E croyd G. Mann
J .H . F e l l  P . N eal 
A. R ic h a rd so n
48. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b sen c e  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  Mr. R. B a i le y ,  B ryan 
O l d f i e l d ,  and Mr. J .B .  R o b in so n .
49 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Members w ere handed a copy o f a j o i n t  s ta te m e n t  by L a n c a s te r  
U n iv e r s i ty  and  N orth  W est W ater a b o u t t o t a l  a v a i l a b l e  r e s i d u a l  
c h lo r i n e  in  th e  R iv e r  Lune w hich had been  d is c u s s e d  a t  th e  l a s t  
m e e tin g .
RESOLVED:
—T h a t th e  M in u tes  o f th e  m ee tin g  o f th e  Com m ittee h e ld  on 4 th  
F e b ru a ry  1985 be a p p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an .
50. NOTES OF FISHERIES LIA ISO N  MEETINGS
Members r e c e iv e d  n o te s  o f th e  L ia is o n  M e e tin g s  h e ld  on 29 A p r i l  a t  
P e n r i t h  and 1 May a t  R am sbottom . In  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  n o r th e r n  
m e e tin g , Mr. C r o f t  r e p o r te d  t h a t  Lune and Wyre F i s h e r i e s  
A s s o c ia t io n  had d i s c u s s e d  th e  s p e c i a l  b y e law s o p e r a t iv e  on th e  Lune 
and had a g re e d  t h a t  a t h r e e  y e a r  e x te n s io n  o f th e s e  s p e c i a l  byelaw s 
from  1 A p r i l  1986 would be v e ry  d e s i r a b l e .  I t  was u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  
th e  ne tsm en  had a g re e d  w ith  t h i s  d e c i s io n .  D r. H a rp ley  a g re e d , 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  was o n ly  now t h a t  e v id e n c e , a l b e i t  l im i t e d ,  was 
b e in g  o b ta in e d  on th e  e f f e c t  o f th e  c h a n g e s . A f u r t h e r ,  f i n a l  
e x te n s io n  was r e q u i r e d  to  c o n firm  o r  deny th e  f i n d i n g s .
R e f e r r in g  to  th e  s o u th e r n  m e e tin g , Mr. I r v in g  r e p o r te d  t h a t  c o a r s e  
a n g le r s  on th e  R iv e r  Eden w ere opposed  to  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f c o a r s e  
f i s h  from  th e  R iv e r  Eden f o r  r e s to c k in g  p u rp o s e s  e ls e w h e re . Mr. 
B a rn es  c o n firm e d  t h a t  th e  W ater A u th o r i ty  w ould n o t remove any f i s h  
u n le s s  th e  l o c a l  a n g le r s  and r i p a r i a n  ow ners a g re e d  to  t h e i r  
re m o v a l.
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  r e p o r t s  o f th e  m e e tin g s  be r e c e iv e d .
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51. MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE WEST CUMBRIA SPECIAL FISHERIES ADVISORY 
GROUP .
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the West Cumbria Special 
Fisheries Advisory Group held on 4 March 1985 be received and 
approved.
52. FISHING LICENCE DUTIES - 1986
It was suggested that in future years consideration should be given 
to the rounding up or down to the nearest 50p of all fishing 
licence duties.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Board be asked to approve the proposed increases in 
fishing licence duties listed in the report* and that the 
Secretary and Solicitor be authorised to carry out such 
statutory procedures as may be necessary to obtain the 
approval of the Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and Food to 
the proposed increases.
53. LEAD POISONING IN SWANS
Members received a further report on problems for swan populations 
arising from the use of lead angling weights and were informed that 
the Board had decided that no action should be taken to ban the use 
of lead shot for angling at the present time. It was confirmed 
that further work on the production of a satisfactory alternative 
was required.
54. AUTHORITY INVESTIGATIONS INTO ACIDITY PROBLEMS IN RIVERS IN CUMBRIA
Members noted a report prepared by Authority Officers into acidity 
problems in rivers in Cumbria, particularly the River Esk and River 
Duddon-. Research had indicated quite clearly that the problem was 
confined to short periods during high river flows. During these 
periods the river water became more acid and was sometimes more 
acid than the rain which was falling. The difficulty in assessing 
the severity of this problem was exacerbated by the lack of 
historic data for the rivers which made it impossible to compare 
current pH values with former years. The research was being 
financed by the EEC and DOE and was continuing in full cooperation 
with other interested bodies.
55. FISHING OFFENCES PROCESSED 1984/85
Members noted the . annual summary of fishing offences and 
prosecutions processed by the Authority during 1984/85 and again 
expressed disappointment at the level of fines and costs awarded to 
the Authority. Members were informed that the reserve bailiff
(* a copy of the report is attached to these minutes for the Board's 
information)
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scheme was to be extended to most other migratory fish rivers this 
year.
56. FISH COUNTER STATISTICS 1984
Members noted a report giving details of the number of fish counted 
at the Authority's fish counting stations in 1984. In response to 
questions Mr. Harpley confirmed that fish counters were generally 
reliable but occasionally problems had been caused by diversions of 
water flow, turbulence etc. which had resulted in mis-leading 
information. The table attached to the report clearly showed those 
readings which the officers felt were unreliable.
57. PAYMENT OF GRANTS TO CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATIONS
Members noted a report which outlined the results of enquiries by 
the Officers into a comment at the Fisheries Liaison Meeting 
(South) that Consultative Associations in other Water Authority 
areas received grants from their respective authorities to cover 
administrative expenses which implied that this Authority should do 
likewise. The report showed that four water authorities paid 
grants, five (including North West Water) did not pay grants, and 
one water authority's had no Consultative Associations in its area, 
therefore the situation did not arise. Members agreed that the 
Consultative Associations in the North West were particularly 
useful to the water authority and that this usefulness should be 
recognised by some form of financial support. 
RESOLVED:
That a report be prepared for submission to the Board 
recommending that a nominal grant, the amount to be determined 
by the Board, be paid to Fisheries Consultative Associations.
58. FISHERIES LIAISON MEETINGS REPORT
The Members noted a report which outlined progress on Fisheries 
Liaison meetings since their introduction in May 1984. Members 
expressed their pleasure at the success of the meetings and the 
valuable link they created between the Fishery Consultative 
Associations and the Authority.
59. FISHERY BYELAWS
Members noted that the Authority intended to review the working of 
fisheries byelaws which came into operation some twelve months ago, 
and that a comprehensive report on the new byelaws would be 
presented to the Committee at their meeting in October.
60. AUTHORITY SCHEMES FOR THE BENEFIT OF FISHERIES AND FISHING
Members received details of the Authority's fisheries improvement 
grant aid scheme and the fisheries equipment loan scheme and Were
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advised that Several applications had been received since the 
report had been circulated.
61. RESERVOIRS - FISHERY LEASES
Following discussions at the Fisheries Liaison Meeting (South) 
about the conditions which were being applied to fishing leases on 
Authority reservoirs, further points were raised by members on 
behalf of angling clubs in the region. In reply, members were 
advised that the Authority had only recently been made aware of 
problems on leases and, whilst they had a duty to protect the 
reservoirs, would like to discuss with the Consultative 
Associations the sort of problems which were being raised by the 
angling clubs
After discussion it was agreed that the Consultative Associations 
would coordinate their views on this matter prior to a meeting with 
representatives from the Authority. After that meeting a report 
would be prepared for consideration at the next meeting of this 
Committee.
62. COARSE FISH HATCHERY
Members were advised that investigations into ground conditions 
were nearing completion and that a report on the proposals for both 
coarse and migratory fish rearing facilities would be available for 
discussion by Regional Management in the near future. Members 
■ expressed their concern at these further delays.
6 3. PRIVATISATION
The Chairman informed the members that the Board had recently 
discussed privatisation in the Water Industry and had agreed that 
privatisation was not in the interests of the consumers of the 
North West region. He added that he was due to meet the Minister 
of Agriculture Fisheries and Food on Wednesday to discuss the 
impact of privatisation of the Water Industry on fisheries. After 
a short discussion, the members agreed unanimously that they did 
not see how the fisheries function could be privatised in such a 
way as to provide for the effective carrying out of the Authority's 
statutory duties and responsibilities in this field.
64. S O W  AY FIRTH
The Chairman advised the members that several meetings had been 
held recently with a view to setting up a Board to resolve 
fisheries difficulties on the Solway. Letters had been written to 
MAFF and DAFS giving details of the financing of any such Board and 
indicating that ways would need to be found to meet the shortfall 
of income over the expenditure visualised if the Board was to carry 
out its functions effectively. These letters had been acknowledged 
and members would be kept informed of any developments.
0094b
NORTH WEST WATER
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
21 OCTOBER 1985
APPOINTMENT OF FISHERIES REPRESENTATIVES TO 
LOCAL LAND DRAINAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEES
1. The c o n s t i t u t i o n  of th e  Land D ra in a g e  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees p ro v id e s  
f o r  th e  a p p o in tm e n t of f i s h e r i e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  th e re o n  and th e  
members s e rv in g  in  t h a t  c a p a c i ty  d u r in g  1984 /85  w ere a s  f o l l o w s : -
A dv iso ry  Com m ittee F i s h e r i e s  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s
Cum berland (2 p la c e s )  Mr E P Ecroyd
Mr F B u n tin g
L a n c a s h ire  (1 p la c e )  Mr J  H F e l l
Mersey and W eaver (1 p la c e )  Mr J  S B a ile y
2. The Com m ittee i s  r e q u e s te d  to  make th e  a p p o in tm e n ts  fo r  1 9 8 5 /8 6 .
0112b
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
21 OCTOBER 1985 
DATES AND VENUES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
1. R ule 1.3 o f th e  R u les  o f th e  A u th o r i ty  r e q u i r e s  th e  Board a t  i t s  
an n u a l m ee tin g  on 14 O c to b e r  1985 to  ap p ro v e  a c a le n d a r  of m ee tin g s  
f o r  th e  e n su in g  y e a r .
2. The fo llo w in g  d a te s  have been  recommended f o r  m e e tin g s  o f t h i s  
com m ittee
3 F e b ru a ry  1986
19 M ay 198 6
20 O c to b e r  1986
3. In  1984, members a g re e d  t h a t  i t  would be u s e f u l  and a p p r o p r ia te  f o r  
th e  m ee tin g s  to  be h e ld  in  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t io n s  w i th in  th e  r e g io n  so 
t h a t  th e  com m ittee  c o u ld  v i s i t  s i t e s  o f p a r t i c u l a r  r e le v a n c e  to  th e  
item s on th e  ag en d a . I t  i s  recommended t h a t  s im i l a r  a rra n g e m e n ts  
sh o u ld  a p p ly  d u r in g  1986, w ith  th e  p ro v is o  t h a t  th e  venue f o r  th e  
w in te r  m ee tin g  in  F e b ru a ry  sh o u ld  be r e lo c a t e d  so as to  av o id  
e x c e s s iv e  t r a v e l  fo r  any m em bers.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
21 OCTOBER 1985 
REVIEW OF NEW FISHERY BYELAWS
1. The c u r r e n t  f i s h e r y  b y e la w s  w ere  f i r s t  s u b m it te d  to  th e  M in is t r y  o f  
A g r ic u l tu r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food fo r  c o n f i r m a t io n  in  1981. The b ye law s 
w ere  c o n f i r m e d  in  a ' p i e c e m e a l ' way in  1983 and  1 9 8 4 , e x c e p t  fo r  
byelaw s 1 and 25 w hich r e q u i r e d  O rd e rs  under P a r t  V o f  th e  "Salm on and 
F r e s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A c t" , b e f o r e  th e y  c o u ld  be c o n firm e d . A P a r t  V 
Order< a f f e c t i n g  th e  t r o u t  c lo s e  se a so n  in  th e  S o lw ay  F i r t h  i s  d u e  t o  
come i n t o  e f f e c t  on t h e  7 th  O c to b e r  and  we w o u ld  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  
M in is te r  w ould c o n firm  Byelaw  1 s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  d a te .
2 . The O rd e r  r e l a t i n g  t o  E e l  r e t u r n s  has been  s u b je c t  to  f u r t h e r  d e la y  
and i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e in g  r e d r a f t e d  by t h e  M i n i s t r y ,  t o  e m p h a s iz e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  o n ly  c o m m e rc ia l  e e l  f ish e rm e n  a re  r e q u i r e d  to  make r e t u r n s  
(Byelaw 2 5 ) .
3 . A rev iew  o f  th e  w orking  o f  th o s e  byelaw s w hich have been  c o n firm e d  h as  
been c a r r i e d  o u t  and th e  fo llo w in g  amendments a r e  p ro p o se d
(i ) Byelaw 5 .
I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h i s  byelaw  has c a u se d  some c o n fu s io n  am ongst 
a n g le r s  as  t o  when and w here i t  i s  la w fu l  to  f i s h  fo r  e e l s ,  and 
i t  i s  p ro p o se d  t h a t  i t  i s  rew orded  as  fo llo w s
A nnual c lo s e  se aso n  f o r  ra inbow  t r o u t .  The. a n n u a l c lo s e  se a so n  
f o r  f i s h i n g  f o r  r a in b o w  t r o u t  w ith  rod and l i n e  s h a l l  be th e  
p e r i o d  fro m  and  i n c l u d i n g  th e  1 s t  day  o f  O c to b e r  t o ,  and  
i n c l u d i n g ,  t h e  1 4 th  d ay  o f  M arch  f o l l o w i n g ,  p r o v id e d  t h a t  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r io d  i t  s h a l l  be la w fu l  to  f i s h  f o r  e e l s  w i th  a 
ro d  and  l i n e .  In  a l l  l a k e s ,  r e s e r v o i r s  and e n c lo s e d  w a te rs  
th e r e  s h a l l  be no c lo s e  se a so n  fo r  ra inbow  t r o u t .
( i i )  Byelaw  7 .
T h is  has c a u se d  some p ro b lem s w ith  r e g a rd  to  a n g le r s  w ish in g  to  
f i s h  fo r  e e l s  in  t i d a l  w a t e r s  w h e re  t h e r e  a r e  no f r e s h w a t e r  
f i s h  r e q u i r i n g  p r o t e c t i o n .  I t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  Byelaw 
t i t l e  s h o u ld  be  am ended by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  w o rd s  "a n d  
e e l s " ,  and t h a t  th e  fo llo w in g  c la u s e  sh o u ld  be a d d e d :-
" P ro v id e d  t h a t  i t  s h a l l  be l a w f u l  t o  f i s h  f o r  e e l s  in  t i d a l  
w a te rs  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d " .
( i i i )  Byelaw  8 .
I t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b y e la w  sh o u ld  be e x te n d e d  t o  c o v e r 
th e  s i t u a t i o n  a p p e r ta in in g  to  th e  Esk G a rth  as  fo llo w s
( i i i )  I n  t h e  I r t / E s k  P r o t e c t e d  a r e a  th e  p e r io d  betw een  6 a .m . 
on S a tu rd a y  m orning and 12 noon on th e  Monday f o l lo w in g .
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(iv) Byelaw 10 (c) .
This section does not at present limit the depth of the 
Cumbrian Coast drift nets. This is acceptable whilst these 
nets are being fished in the deep waters off the Cumbrian 
Coast, but' when used in the shallow waters of the outer Solway, 
(as two of them are) , results in the lead line resting on the 
bed of the Estuary and the net acting as a fixed engine.
It is therefore proposed that a depth limitation should be 
placed on these nets in the same way as other drift nets 
permitted in the area, as follows
after the word "sides" in the fifth line of paragraph (c) add 
"not more than 55 meshes deep at any point".
(v) Byelaw 11(ii).
With further reference to the situation described above it is 
proposed that the word "freely" should be inserted after the 
word "drift" on line five, paragraph (ii) of Byelaw 11.
Complaints are still received concerning Haaf netsmen operating 
together to block off the channel virtually completely, 
especially in the Solway. The committee may like to consider 
the desirability of introducing a Clause requiring a minimum 
distance between Haaf nets when fishing.
(vi) Byelaw 19.
Rosegill Mill Weir has now collapsed and it is suggested that 
reference to it should be deleted from this Byelaw. It is 
proposed that Pumphouse Weir at Calder Hall on the River 
Calder, (a new weir constructed to allow pumping, to the cooling 
towers at B.N.F .L.),. should be included in this Byelaw.
(vii) Byelaw 21.
It is proposed that Ennerdale, should be added to the list of 
lakes named in the Byelaw 21(b).
(viii) Byelaw 28.
The limits of the Solway Firth should be amended to read
"(1) in the River Esk (Border), a line drawn across the river 
from national grid reference NY 3225 6550 to NY 3225 6650".
This would remove a source of disagreement between English and 
Scottish netsmen which has been the cause of considerable 
ill-feeling.
-3-
(ix) Additional Byelaws.
(a) Use of Gaffs.
It is recommended that on conservation grounds the use of 
gaffs as an aid to fishing with rod and line should be 
prohibited between the 1st October and the 30th April 
following.
(The committee may like to consider that the use of gaffs 
should be prohibited completely on ethical grounds, but 
MAFF have suggested that a Part V Order would be 
necessary before a Byelaw banning gaffs completely could 
be made).
(b) Ban on the use of lead shot.
The Committee will consider elsewhere in this agenda the 
desirability of introducing a byelaw in line with the 
draft byelaw suggested by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
21 OCTOBER 1985
RIVER LUNE SPECIAL BYELAWS
1. As a r e s u l t  o f  a r e q u e s t  fro m  th e  Lune and Wyre F is h e r y  A s s o c ia t io n  
t h i s  com m ittee  a t  i t s  l a s t  m ee tin g  d e c id e d  t o  recom m end a f u r t h e r  3 
y e a r  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  R iv e r  Lune S p e c ia l  B yelaw s.
2 . The A s s o c ia t io n 's  d e c i s io n  c a u s e d  w h a t c a n  o n ly  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  an 
" o r c h e s t r a t e d "  p r o t e s t  from  some a n g lin g  f a c t i o n s  on th e  Lune system  
w ith  h u n d re d s  o f  o b j e c t i o n s  b e in g  r a i s e d  w i th  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  an d  l o c a l  M . P . ' s .  I n  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e s e  o b j e c t io n s  i t  was 
d e c id ed  to  d e la y  any a c t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  1 985 e l e c t r o ­
f i s h in g  su rv e y  o f  th e  Lune w ere a v a i l a b l e .
3 . The d a ta  from  th e  1985 s u rv e y  i s  s u m m a ris e d  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  4 y e a r s  
e l e c t r o - f i s h i n g  s u rv e y s  in  th e  a t t a c h e d  d ia g ra m . T h is  shows t h a t  th e  
p o s s ib le  im provem ent o f  1+ salm on s to c k s  w as n o t  m a i n t a i n e d  in  1985 
and in  f a c t  n u m b ers  o f  t h i s  y e a r  c l a s s  w ere  lo w . The s i t u a t i o n  
re g a rd in g  0+ p a r r  was g e n e r a l l y  r e a s o n a b le  and  i t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  
t h e  " a l t e r n a t e  s t r o n g  y e a r  c l a s s "  s i t u a t i o n  n o t i c e d  l a s t  y e a r  i s  
c o n tin u in g . O b v io u s ly  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  may h a v e  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  by th e  
d r o u g h t  o f  1 984 b u t  t h i s  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  q u a n t i f y .  I t  i s  no lo n g e r  
p o s s ib le  to  s u g g e s t ,  how ever t e n t a t i v e l y ,  t h a t  th e  j u v e n i l e  sa lm o n  
s to c k s  o f  t h e  L une a r e  i n c r e a s i n g ,  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  th e  s h o r te n e d  
seaso n  i s  h av in g  a b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t .
4 . An e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  e x te n d e d  w eekly  c lo s e  tim e  on th e  
e s tu a r in e  n e t  f i s h e r y  h a s  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  b u t  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  
som ew hat e q u iv o c a l .  A lthough  th e r e  has been  a c o n s id e r a b le  r e d u c t io n  
in  th e  t o t a l  n e t  c a tc h  s in c e  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  s p e c i a l  b y e la w s ,  
i t  seem s t h a t  t h i s  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  in  t h e  num ber o f  n e ts  
because  o f  th e  N et L im i ta t io n  O rd e r , r a t h e r  th a n  th e  e x te n d e d  w e e k ly  
c l o s e  t i m e s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  i f  c a t c h e s / l i c e n c e  a r e  exam ined fo r  th e  
f iv e  y e a r  p e r io d s  b e fo re  and a f t e r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  e x te n d e d  
c lo s e  t im e s ,  th e  fo llo w in g  r e s u l t s  a r e  p ro d u ced
C a tc h /N e t -  Salmon
Type o f n e t B e fo re A f te r
D r i f t 147 120
Haaf 1 9 19
C a tc h /N e t -  Sea T ro u t
D r i f t
Haaf
13.6
18
34 .4
40
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5. The extended close periods should have uniformly reduced the catches 
per licence for both sea trout and salmon, whereas in fact catches of 
sea trout per net licence have more than doubled. It is likely that' 
these increases represent the improved runs of large sea trout 
apparent in the Lune over the past few years. Other factors are 
reduced competition for catches due to the smaller number of nets, 
weather and water, conditions.
A preliminary examination to ascertain the effects of the very long 
monthly close times was made, but once again it was impossible to see 
any real pattern.
6. To summarise, the evidence that the special byelaws are having the 
desired effect is highly equivocal, and it is very doubtful that an 
effective argument that this is the case could be made at a public 
enquiry. At the same time it is still true to say that insufficient 
time has elapsed for a definitive recommendation to be made either 
way.
7. The above information was put to an Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the Lune and Wyre Fishery Association by the 
Regional Fisheries Officer on the 25th June. As a result of this and 
the strong, feelings of many of their members the committee decided to 
ask the Authority not to renew the special byelaws after 1st April
1986. They also asked the Fisheries Department to make a list of re­
commendations which individual owners and Associations could implement 
with a view to conserving stocks and increasing spawning escapement.
8. In the light of these developments the officers, suggest that the 
Committee should recommend the Authority not to seek a further 
extension to the Lune Special Byelaws.
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PROPOSED HAAF NET LIMITATION ORDER FOR SOLWAY FIRTH
Serious delays in the discussions concerning the "Solway Fishery 
Board" relating to the methods by which it might be financed have 
made it unlikely that such a Board could be formed during the term of 
office of the present government, and it is thus unlikely, that any 
improvements in the management of fish stocks will be achieved by this 
means in the near future..
The Solway is the only "uncontrolled" net fishery in England, and this 
situation is becoming less acceptable as the conservation of salmon 
stocks becomes more critical. Of particular concern is the position 
regarding haaf netting. Over the last two years there has been a 
dramatic increase in the number of haaf net licences sold on the 
Solway, from an average of 170 to 180 in the years up to and including 
1983, to 206 in 1984 and 228 in 1985. It is felt that if this 
increase is allowed to continue unabated the redistribution of catches 
from rods to nets which has been so noticeable over the last twenty 
years will be further accelerated.
The ready availability of Solway Haaf net licences has been abused by 
poachers, especially those based in the Dumfries and Annan areas, to 
provide a cover for the unlawful possession of salmon in Scotland. 
This has led to complaints to the Authority from Scottish police 
forces and fishery boards.
As a result of these factors, Regional Management agreed that an 
approach should be made to the Ministry on the question of the 
possible promotion of an Order limiting the number of haaf nets 
permitted to fish for salmon in the public waters of the. Solway Firth, 
and to obtain their views on the form it might take. The Ministry 
have indicated that they would be prepared to consider such an Order. 
The matter has been considered further and it is proposed to draft an 
Order limiting the number of licences permitted to be sold to 120. In 
allocating these licences preference would be given to those persons 
who are principally dependant on fishing for their livelihood, and who 
have held a licence for a period of 1 year prior to the making of the 
Order.
The Authority would also take into consideration any representations 
made by any local body representing the interests of fishermen, 
material considerations, such as reputation and standing in the 
fishing community, and any convictions for illegal fishing.
The Committee is asked to recommend that the Authority apply for a Net 
Limitation Order on the lines outlined above and authorise the 
Officers to commence the necessary discussions with local interests.
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LEAD POISONING IN SWANS
1. On 4 F eb ru ary  th e  C om m ittee (RFAC) c o n s id e r e d  a r e p o r t  on swan 
d e a th s  caused  by le a d  p o is o n in g  and recommended to  th e  B oard t h a t  
le a d  w e ig h ts  used  fo r  a n g lin g  sh o u ld  n o t be banned u n t i l  a s u i t a b l e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  was a v a i l a b l e .
2. A f te r  d e f e r r in g  c o n s id e r a t io n  of t h i s  recom m endation  to  a llo w  
f u r t h e r  in fo rm a t io n  to  be o b ta in e d ,  on 11 March th e  Board r e f e r r e d  
th e  m a tte r  to  th e  W ater R e c r e a t io n  and C o n se rv a tio n : Com m ittee 
(WRCC) and th e  F i s h e r i e s  L ia is o n  m e e tin g s  f o r  t h e i r  a d v ic e .  Both 
th e s e  g ro u p s w ere g e n e r a l ly  s u p p o r t iv e  o f th e  RFAC recom m endation 
b u t th e  WRCC asked  th e  B oard to  c o n s id e r  p u b l i c i s i n g  ; a code of 
p r a c t i c e  p roduced  by N a t io n a l  A n g le rs  C o u n c il by. d i s t r i b u t i n g  
p o s te r s  to  A ng ling  C lubs and p r i n t i n g  w a rn in g s  on f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e s ,  
a r e q u e s t  w hich th e  B oard  ap p ro v ed  in  J u n e .
3. B e fo re  any d e f i n i t e  a c t io n  c o u ld  be ta k e n  to  prom ote t h i s  
p u b l i c i t y ,  in  J u ly  th e  M in i s te r  o f A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food 
w ro te  to  a l l  F i s h e r i e s  Com m ittee C hairm en e n c lo s in g  a copy of a 
P a r l ia m e n ta ry  r e p ly  ( s e e  A ppendix 1) o u t l i n i n g  th e  G o v ern m en t's  
re sp o n se  to  th e  N a tu re  C onservancy  C o u n c i l 's  r e p o r t  on lea d  
p o iso n in g  o f  sw ans, and a s k in g  t h a t  w a te r  a u t h o r i t i e s  g iv e  s e r io u s  
c o n s id e r a t io n  to  m aking a byelaw  b an n in g  th e  use of lea d  w e ig h ts  by 
a n g le r s  in  t h e i r  a re a  ( s e e  A ppendix 2 ) .
4. A lthough many a n g le r s  s t i l l  q u e s t io n  th e  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f th e  v a r io u s  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  in ' th e  a b sen c e  of a v o lu n ta r y  b an , t h e ; Governm ent 
in te n d  to  in tr o d u c e  r e g u la t i o n s  to  c o n t r o l  th e  s a le  and im p o rt of 
lea d  w e ig h ts  f o r  a n g lin g  no l a t e r  th a n  1 Ja n u a ry  1987. !
5. Under th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s ,  no p u rp o se  would be s e rv e d  by ^ re fu s in g  to  
accede  to  th e  M i n i s t e r 's  r e q u e s t ,  and i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  su g g e s te d  
t h a t  th e  Com m ittee sh o u ld  recommend to  th e  B oard t h a t  th e  S e c r e ta r y  
and S o l i c i t o r  be a u th o r i s e d  to  p rom ote  a f i s h e r y  byelaw  ibann ing  th e  
use of le a d  w e ig h ts  in  a l l  w a te rs  w i th in  th e  N orth  : W est W ater 
A u th o r i ty  a re a  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  d r a f t  model byelaw  p re p a re d  
by th e  M in i s te r .
6. O f f ic e r s  r e c o g n is e  t h a t  th e  a d v e r t i s i n g  of t h i s  p ro p o se d  byelaw  
w i l l  a t t r a c t  many o b je c to r s  and t h a t  c o n f i r m a t io n  o f th e  byelaw  may 
th u s  be c o n s id e r a b ly  d e la y e d .
APPENDIX 1
HOUSE OF COMMONS
Mr Jeremy Hanley (Con - Richmond and Barnes):
To ask the Secretary of State for the Environment, whether 
he has yet received a report by the Nature Conservancy Council 
on lead poisoning of swans; and what action he proposes to take 
on i t .
MR PATRICK J ENKIN
Yes. The Nature Conservancy Council have reported to me on. 
the problem of lead poisoning of' swans. Their recent review 
concluded that, whilst there has been a small increase i n  total 
swan numbers since 1978, more than 300D swans continue to die each 
year by ingesting anglers1 lead weights. Evidence suggests that 
it is recently discarded weights, not yet sunk into the mud, which 
do the most damage. This is despite the co-operation of anglers1 
associations in encouraging the use of non-toxic alternatives to 
lead.
The NCC therefore confirm their recommendations to phase out 
the use of lead shot by anglers by December 1986. If the voluntary 
phasing out which they support proves to be ineffective, they 
recommend that the sale and use of split lead weights (except the 
smallest weights) and ledger weights (up to 2oz) should be 
prohibit e d .
The Government accepts these recommendations and the timetable 
for action set out in them. We propose to take action in two stage 
aimed at securing the total withdrawal of the relevant split lead 
weights for angling purposes by the end of 1986. First, we have 
asked the NCC and the Sports Council actively to campaign to 
persuade anglers not to use lead weights during the coarse fishing 
season that .has just opened. Meanwhile, a technical group, includ­
ing representatives of the National Angling Organisations and of 
manufacturers, is considering ways to speed the further refinement
and encourage wider use of the alternatives to lead weights which 
are now available. I welcome the group's recent announcement that 
one range of products provides satisfactory alternatives to lead 
shot and that development of other products is also encouraging.
I welcome the support for the ending of the use of lead weights- 
given by sections of the press - including the Daily Mirror.
I am also pleased to learn that a meeting of representatives 
of national angling organisations has subsequently agreed that 
the supply of anglers1 lead shot ought to end within 2 years.
For its part, the Government proposes immediately to ban the 
use of lead weights by those applying for new licences to fish 
in the Royal Parks. Existing licences will not be affected, but 
steps will be taken to encourage all anglers in the Royal Parks 
to use alternative weights.
Water authorities in England and Wales have powers to make 
byelaws to ban the use of lead weights for fishing. My right hon 
Friends the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the 
Secretary of State for Wales will shortly be issuing draft model 
byelaws, to aid the water authorities in considering whether they 
wish to propose such a ban in their areas. We hope that the 
voluntary approach supported as it is by the responsible angling 
organisations, may achieve success during the present angling 
season of 1985/86. However, if the . voluntary approach has had 
insufficient effect by the end of the season the Government will 
be prepared to introduce regulations, to control the sale and import 
of lead shot for fishing in the United Kingdom. Consultations, 
on regulations, under Section 100 of the Control of Pollution Act 
1974, will begin as soon as possible, so that if necessary they 
may be brought into effect on 1 January 1987.
Wednesday 17 July 1985 
Department of the Environment
3461/84/85
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APPENDIX 2
DRAFT MODEL WATER AUTHORITY BYELAY/:
To be. made under Section 28 of and Schedule 3 (specifically 
paragraphs 21 and 25) to the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Act 1975 (Chapter 51) -
"No person shall on or after 1 January 1987 use for talcing 
salmon, trout, freshwater fish or eels in any waters 
'/"within (WA's area_2_7 fishing gear -
(a) which incorporates a lead weight of which the 
weight is between 0.06 grams (No 8) and 56.7 grams, or
(b) in the manufacture of which such lead weights 
have been used.
/~Interpretation For the purposes of this byelaw lead weight
means any weight of which the principal 
component is lead.7"
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RIVER KENT FISH PASSES -  PROGRESS REPORT
M embers w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  in  J u n e  1984 t h e y  v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e s  o f  
proposed  new f i s h  p a s s e s  on th e  R iv e r  K en t.
T he A u t h o r i t y  g a v e  a p p r o v a l  t o  t h e  schem e e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r ,  and th e  
c o n t r a c t  fo r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  new f i s h  p a s s e s  a t  S t a v e l e y  W e ir ,  Cowen 
Head W eir, and B u rn e s id e  W eir was aw arded to  C .J .P e a r c e  L im ite d .
The c o n t r a c to r  s t a r t e d  w ork a t  S t a v e l e y  W eir on t h e  1 7 th  J u n e  and  
i n i t i a l l y  p r o g r e s s  was s a t i s f a c t o r y .  H o w e v er, c o n s i s t e n t l y  w et 
w eather which commenced, on th e  11 th  J u ly  made w o rk in g  d i f f i c u l t ,  and 
on  th e  1 7 th  J u ly  a v e ry  la r g e  f lo o d  washed o u t  a l a r g e  s e c t io n  o f  th e  
w e ir and ca u se d  s e v e r e  e ro s io n  o f  th e  l e f t  bank .
T he c o n t r a c t o r  c o n s t r u c t e d  a tem p o ra ry  berm to  p r o t e c t  th e  w orks and 
th e  rem ain in g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w e i r ,  b u t  h ig h  f lo w s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m ake 
w orking c o n d i t io n s  d i f f i c u l t .  D uring  th e  w hole o f  t h i s  p e r io d  w ea th er 
c o n d i t io n s  in  th e  S ta v e le y  a re a  w e r e  q u i t e  e x c e p t i o n a l ,  w i th  A u g u s t  
b e in g  t h e  w e t t e s t  m on th  r e c o r d e d  t h i s  c e n tu r y .  To add to  th e  con­
t r a c t o r ' s  p ro b lem s i t  p ro v e d  n e c e s s a r y  to  e x c a v a t e  som e v e r y  s o l i d  
b e d - r o c k  w h ic h  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a n t i c i p a t e d  and t h i s  l e d  t o  f u r t h e r  
d e la y s .  Work i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n s id e r a b ly  b eh in d  s c h e d u l e  and  i t  may 
n o t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n i s h  th e  c o n t r a c t  t h i s  y e a r  u n le s s  th e  w ea th er 
im proves.
A t Cowen H ead w e i r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  f i s h  p a s s  a llo w s  c o n s t r u c t io n  
to  be c a r r i e d  o u t  m o s tly  in  th e  d r y .  How ever, a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s i t e  i s  
a c r o s s  a lm o s t  500 m e t r e s  o f  o p en  f i e l d  w ith  s te e p  g r a d i e n t s  and w et 
c o n d i t io n s ,  and th e  f i e l d  q u ic k ly  d e t e r i o r a t e d  to  th e  p o in t  w here th e  
c o n t r a c t o r  c o n s i d e r e d  th e  damage b e in g  done to  th e  f i e l d  was e x c e s s ­
iv e .  T h is  h as  c a u se d  e x c e s s iv e  d e la y s  t o  th e  work a t  t h i s  s i t e ,  and 
once a g a in  u n le s s  d ry  w e a th e r  a r r i v e s  soon th e n  c o n s id e r a b le  d e la y s  in  
f in i s h in g  th e  c o n t r a c t  m ust be a n t i c i p a t e d .
At B u rn e s id e  W eir, once a g a in  th e  a c c e s s  to  th e  s i t e ,  i s  a c ro s s  an open 
f i e l d  w ith  s te e p  g r a d i e n t s  and boggy a r e a s .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s ,  and  
t h e  d e l a y s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a t  t h e  o t h e r  s i t e s ,  w ork h a s  n o t  y e t  
commenced.
A c o m b in a t io n  o f  th e  d e la y s  and th e  f lo o d  damage h a s  le d  to  c o n s id e r ­
a b le  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  th e  c o n t r a c t o r  who h as  r e q u e s t e d  an e x t e n s i o n  
o f  tim e f o r  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  w ork.
I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  th e  c o s t s  in c u r r e d  in  th e  d e la y s ,  and th e  r e p a i r  
o f  t h e  dam age t o  t h e  w e ir  and  t h e  b an k  w i l l  be c o v e r e d  by t h e  
C o n t r a c t o r 's  I n s u r e r s ,  a lth o u g h  d i s c u s s io n s  on th e s e  m a t te r s  a re  s t i l l  
ta k in g  p la c e .
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STANDARDISATION OF CONDITIONS FOR LEASING FISHING ON RESERVOIRS
1» At th e  S o u th e rn  a r e a  f i s h e r i e s  l i a i s o n  m ee tin g  in  May th e  A u th o r i ty  
was ask ed  to  s t a n d a r d i s e  th e  l e a s e s  f o r  f i s h i n g  on r e s e r v o i r s  w hich 
w ere t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  from  d i r e c t  m anagement to  p r i v a t e  c lu b s  to  
b r in g  them  more in  l i n e  w ith  p r e s e n t  day A u th o r i ty  c o n d i t io n s  and 
p r i v a t e  c lu b s  r e q u i r e m e n ts .
2 . A m ee tin g  was h e ld  betw een  th e  A u th o r i ty  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f th e  
F i s h e r i e s  C o n s u l ta t iv e  A s s o c ia t io n s  in  B o lto n  on 30 J u ly  1985 when 
comments from  in d iv i d u a l  a n g le r s  and f i s h i n g  c lu b s  w ere su b m itte d  
f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  C o p ie s  o f th e  n o te s  ta k e n  a t  t h i s  m ee tin g  a r e  
a t t a c h e d  to  t h i s  r e p o r t  (A ppendix  1 ) ,  and a s  a r e s u l t  o f th e  
d i s c u s s io n s  a new d r a f t  f i s h i n g  l e a s e  h as  now been  drawn up 
c o n ta in in g  a l l  th e  p o i n t s  r a i s e d .
3. A copy o f  th e  new d r a f t  f i s h i n g  l e a s e  i s  a t t a c h e d  f o r  comment 
(A ppendix  2 ) .
0076b APPENDIX 1
NOTES OF MEETING HELD AT BOLTON ANGLERS CLUB 
ON 30 JULY 1985 
TO DISCUSS ANGLING LEASES FOR AUTHORITY RESERVOIRS
Present: Representing North West Water Authority
P M T Veevers 
W R Foster 
C Harpley 
D Edwards 
B J Briggs
Representing Fisheries Consultative Associations 
P Neal
Dr R B Broughton 
K Lambert
The following requests prepared at a meeting of Fisheries Consultative 
Associations were presented by the Anglers Representatives:-
1. Existing leases to be protected if North West Water Authority is 
privatised.
The Angling Representatives were advised that in the event of 
privatisation they did not require any further safeguards other 
than their existing lease.
2. Rent reviews should be in line with inflation.
It was suggested by the Anglers Representatives that any rent 
increases should be based on the retail price index (RPI). This 
was the easiest method of setting the appropriate rent (the market 
value having been set at the time of tender) and would be 
acceptable to anglers. During discussion it was suggested that
- 2 -
agreed RPI rent increases could adversely effect normal rent 
negotiations; a more suitable formula would be to take RPI into 
account for rent reviews with separate renegotiations to identify 
market values at the end of the lease (eg in a 7 year lease with 
review after 3 years and option to renew, the RPI would be taken 
into account at 3 years and 10 years with renegotiation at year 7).
3. Sitting tenants should have the option to renew their lease.
The Angling Representatives were advised that the Authority policy 
had ‘been based on an understanding that fishing clubs wanted the 
opportunity to bid for waters at regular intervals and long leases 
tended to tie up facilities. Authority Representatives accepted 
that the cost of restocking and development at fisheries justified 
longer leases which were also a requirement of Sports Council 
grants and would be quite happy to reconsider their existing 
policy. The general feeling of the meeting was that leases should 
be for 7 years with the option to renew for a further 7 years.
4* Restocking should be at the discretion of the Lessee.
The Authority Representatives accepted that in normal circum­
stances stocking would be at the discretion of the Lessee. The 
case drawn to the attention of the meeting was unusual in that the 
Authority was under a contractual obligation which was drawn to the 
attention of potential tenderers, and which would not affect other 
leases.
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5. The number of day tickets and the responsibility for them should be 
negotiated at the time of tender.
The right of the Authority to insist on day tickets was not 
disputed but anglers felt that sometimes the numbers the Authority 
included in the lease were excessive. The Anglers Representatives 
suggested that clubs should be able to negotiate with the Authority 
the number and price of day tickets which would be allowed on 
specific reservoirs, after 12 months operation. Clubs would need 
to keep records of the number of day tickets issued, and the number 
of permitted day tickets on game fisheries would need to be less 
than the permitted number for coarse fisheries.
6. The right of the Water Authority to ban anybody from a reservoir.
Although the Angling Representatives agreed that the Authority 
should have the right to exclude certain people from reservoirs 
they felt that the existing clause was too wide and suggested that 
it be redrafted along the lines of "persons transgressing against 
the rules of the Water Authority may be banned by a properly 
accredited officer of the Authority". They accepted that a clause 
of this kind in the lease could also be of great assistance to the 
club managing the water.
7* The Water Authority has the right to alter the water level or to 
drain the reservoir and no compensation will be payable.
Anglers Representatives expressed concern about the statement
that no compensation would be payable and asked that this 
particular clause be revised. They accepted that there were 
occasions when it was necessary for the Authority to either lower 
the water level or to drain the reservoir completely and were 
happy that angling clubs had nobody but themselves to blame if 
they had received adequate notice of the Authority's intention. 
However, they felt the clause was misleading because Angling Clubs 
did have a claim against the Authority where negligence could be 
proved. The Authority Representatives agreed to indicate in the 
lease that the Authority would use its best endeavours to notify 
tenants where reservoir levels were to be altered. They also 
pointed out that the Fisheries Department would assist with the 
rescue or re-establishment of fisheries, and in addition, there was 
provision for rent reductions in the case of coarse fisheries which 
were affected by the Authority's operations, but such procedures 
would not necessarily involve cash payments by the Authority.
8. The Authority reserves the right to introduce other forms of 
recreation on the reservoir and to remove angling from areas where 
it may interfere with wildlife.
The Angling Representatives were worried that a Pishing Club might 
be induced to submit a tender in the mistaken belief that it would 
be receiving an exclusive lease of the water. It was suggested 
that the operational potential of reservoirs together with a list 
of activities which would be acceptable on that reservoir should be 
inserted in the documents at the time of tender, such category to
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remain in force irrespective of water treatment improvements until 
the time for renegotiation of the lease. The Water Authority 
Representatives explained that exclusive leases were politically 
unacceptable, and agreed that the suggestion outlined above merited 
serious consideration.
9. Restrictions on the use of coloured maggots.
Angling Representatives asked the Authority to include a more 
specific definition of the coloured dyes which were unacceptable, 
ie chrysodyne, auromine and rhodine. Maggots coloured with other 
dyes should be accept- able. Authority Representatives agreed that 
the 3 dyes mentioned were harmful but felt that this matter should 
be discussed with the Authority Chemist before any decision was 
taken.
10. Banning of ground bait.
It was suggested that the Authority should allow ground baiting on 
certain categories of reservoir, but the Authority Representatives 
said that they were unable to agree this at the present time 
because of mixed reactions throughout the country to ground 
baiting in drinking water reservoirs. In order to pursue this 
matter it was agreed that Mr Lambert, after speaking to his 
colleagues in other Water Authority areas would ask the Water 
Recreation and Conservation Committee to produce a discussion paper 
on this matter.
- 5 -
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11. Conditions of Tender vary from reservoir to reservoir.
The Authority Representatives accepted that in the past, conditions 
of tender had varied from reservoir to reservoir but claimed that 
from now on, although there would still be some variations, 
conditions of tender would generally be standard.
12. Many existing reservoirs are on annual leases.
The Water Authority Representatives accepted that some reservoirs 
were on annual leases, generally for operational reasons, but it 
was agreed that the list of available reservoirs would be 
reconsidered to see whether any can be transferred from a 1 year to 
a 7 year lease.
- 6 -
3221A APPENDIX 2
NORTH WEST WATER - DIVISION, ESTATE
T
GENERAL INFORMATION, PARTICULARS AND TENDER FORM:
I .
FISHING RIGHTS ON RESERVOIR,
TO BE LET FOR 7 YEARS WITH A FURTHER 7 YEARS OPTION
TENDERS DUE BY- MONDAY AT 10.00 AM
NORTH WEST.WATER - 
FISHING RIGHTS ON RESERVOIR
DIVISION
GENERAL INFORMATION
North West Water (hereinafter referred to as the Authority) invites tenders 
for the fishing rights on approx of water on
Reservoir. The reservoir is to be managed by the lessee as a 
- fishery.
N.B. This is top water level and substantial draw down occurs during the 
season as described in the attached schedule which indicates the monthly 
draw down over the last JO years.
SITUATION
Reservoir is situated approximately
The grid reference is 
Ordnance Survey Sheet. Altitude is
level.
TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
Average pH:
The water is the colour being The quality is good for fish
survival.
ACCESS
Access will be from the public highways or other Statutory public footpaths. 
LENGTH OF LEASE
7 years from 1986, with a further 7year option.
NUMBER OF RODS
The number of rods will be at the discretion of the lessee but a minimum of 
day tickets will be made available to the general public, at least 
half of the day tickets must be made av^iJable at half price to pensioners, 
disabled or juniors. The actual number and method of sale to be agreed 
between the successful tenderer and NWWA, the number to be reviewed after 
the first year of the lease.
Lessees should keep adequate records of the number of day tickets issued. 
STOCKING
The lessee will be required to stock the reservoir as necessary, usually on 
an annual basis in the case of trout fisheries.
Attention is drawn to Section 30 of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 
1975 which states:-
and
on
above sea
"A person shall be guilty of an offence if he introduces any fish or spawn
of fish into inland water or has in his possession any fish or spawn of fish
intending to introduce to an inland water, unless he first obtains the
written consent of the Water Authority within whose area any part of that 
water is situated".
CAR PARKING
No car parks will be available for the exclusive use of the lessee or any 
fishermen. Cars should not be parked in such a way as tp cause an 
obstruction to any road, track or gateway etc. However, public car parks 
are shown coloured on the attach plan.
VIEWING
The reservoir can be viewed at any time. Further information can be 
obtained from the Area Estates Officer, North West Water.
MISREPRESENTATION ACT 1967
The Authority gives notice that:
(a) These particulars do not form part of a Contract or offer.
(b) All statements in the Particulars are for guidance only and are made 
without incurring any .liability on the part of the Authority.
(c) None of the statements contained in these Particulars should be relied 
Ori as a statement or representative pf fact, and any prospective 
Tenderer must satisfy himself as to the correctness of each of the 
statements contained in the Particulars.
NORTH WEST WATER - DIVISION
FISHING RIGHTS ON RESERVOIR
CONDITIONS OF TENDER
SUBMISSION O F  TENDERS
Tenders for the fishing rights should be submitted on the attached 
tender form and sent in the envelope provided, to arrive not later than 
10.00am on Monday . Tenders should state the rent offered per
year. The figure must be a lump sum, and not related to the catches 
which may be obtained.
ACCEPTANCE OF TENDERS
The Authority does not bind itself to accept the highest or any tender. 
The successful tenderer ("the Lessee") will be notified officially by 
post.
PAYMENT OF RENT
The rent will be payable in two equal halve? on 1 July and 1 January 
each year, plus VAT.
RATES
Any rates or other levies will be payable by the Lessee. Any enquiries 
regarding rates on this water should be made direct to the Rating 
Authority.
VAT
VAT will be payable in addition to the amount of the accepted tender. 
REFERENCES
tenderers shall furnish banker's and two sporting references if the 
Authority so require.
The successful tenderer shall sign a formal lease which will incorporate 
the terms laid out in the attached "Outline Conditions of Lease".
NORTH WEST WATER ~ DIVISION
ESTATE
FISHING RIGHTS ON THE RESERVOIR
OUTLINE CONDITIONS OF LEASE
1. LEASE
The right of fishing with rod and line for all fish and taking away
......  from the water and land indicated on the attached plan. The
reservoir is to be managed by the lessee as a fishery.
2. TERM
A period of 7 years from 1986 with a further 7 year option. There
will be breaks for rent review purposes after the first 3 years and 10 
years if the option is taken up.
3. RENT
The tendered rent, plus VAT, will be payable in two equal halves on i*%e 
1 July and 1 January in each year and will be reviewed at the end of the 
third year, when the revised rental will be agreed taking the retail 
price index (RPI) into account. Negotiations will take place if the 
lessee exercises the option to take a further 7year lease to identify 
the market value and at the next 3 year review - Cie. 10 years after 
commencement of the Lease) the rent will again be settled taking the RPI 
into account.
4, EXCEPTIONS AND RESERVATIONS
(a) A right for the Authority to enter on the lanfl and water at all 
times for the purpose of any function of the Authority, and to 
carry out work thereon.
(b) A right to exclude from the Lease any areas required for any 
purposes by the Authority.
In the event of any such resumption causing a decrease in rental 
value of the fishing rights then an appropriate rental reduction 
will be agreed with the Lessee.
(c) The right for an appropriate officer of the Water Authority to ban 
from the area any person transgressing the terms of the Lease which 
may lead to the pollution or safety of the reservoir or any other 
such act which may have a detrimental effect on the adjacent land 
in the Authority's ownership.
(d) A right to terminate the lease in the event of any breach by the 
Lessees of any of their undertakings.
(e) The Authority reserves the right to alter the water level or to 
completely drain the reservoir.
The Authority will however, use its best endeavours to give 
adequate notice to the Lessee where substantial 'alterations-in 
level of reservoir are necessary or anticipated and in particular 
likely changes in reservoir use and water levels due as a result of 
reservoir safety inspections.
If thes& conditions are complied with then no compensation will be 
paid for loss of fish etc other than appropriate loss of rental 
should fishing not be practical.
If however, the Authority was aware of major changes in the use of 
the reservoir which would affect water levels and the lessees 
stocking of the reservoir for Game Fishing and failed to infprm the 
lessee then reasonable compensation will be paid for fish losses, 
where Lessees can produce evidence of costs of stocking etc.
The Fisheries Section, wherever possible, when it is necessary to 
drain or seriously lower water levelsin the reservoir, will assist 
with the rescue or re-establishment of the fishery,
(f) From an operational assessment view the recreational and 
conservation potential of this reservoir in addition to fishing is 
as follows:-
(i)
     (ii)
  ( i i i )
( i v )
and the Authority reserves the right to introduce these other Users 
on or around the reservoir within the period of the lease and 
reserves the right to revise these proposals after the first t 
years has expired.
In the event of these other forms of recreation being introduced 
. then an appropriate reduction or rent will be considered.
(g) To avoid any doubt, nothing contained or implied within the tease 
shall prejudice or affect the rights, powers, duties and 
obligations or the Authority (or any of its successors) in the 
exercise of its functions as a Water Authority.
(h) A right for Authority employees to inspect at any time any bag or 
container (including pocket) of any club member or angler if it is 
suspected that bait or equipment may contravene the conditions or 
the lease.
(i) Existing footpaths (not being statutory public footpaths) around 
the reservoir may be used by the anglers but the Authority will not 
be liable for the maintenance of the footpaths.
(j) The Authority reserves the right to suspend angling from the banks 
Shown coloured on the plan in the event of undue disturbance
to wild fowl or danger to the public.
(k) There will be no fishing from the area coloured blue on the 
attached plan.
LESSEES UNDERTAKING
(a) To pay rent, rates, VAT and other outgoings.
(b) To make the reservoir available for fishing every day from
any closures to be with the prior consent of the
Authority.
(c) Not to pollute any watercourses or the reservoir. ,
(d). To ensure that fishing be kept to.the. designated areas i.e. to the 
banks shown red.
(e) There are no restrictions on the type of bait used on the hook, 
Subject to the provisions of the fishing byelaws. Loose feeding 
with maggot or caster only is allowable.
The use of ground bait will not generally be permitted except with 
the special consent of the Authority.
(f) To exercise the rights in a sportsmanlike manner.
(g) To make available a minimum of day tickets -each day. The 
lessees will be responsible for the design and printing of these 
tickets, the method of marketing them to be agreed with the 
Authority. The maximum charge for days ticket'- for coarse fishing 
will be per day. Half price day tickets will be wade 
available to pensioners, disabled or juniors (aged .16 and under) 
each day.
If the reservoir is stocked by the club with trout then the maximum 
charge for trout fishing tickets will be per day.
The number arid price of the day tickets will be reviewed with the 
Leesee after a period of 12 months from t h e  commencement of the 
lease.
(h) Not to assign or sub-let the fishing rights.
(1) To indemnify the Authority against all liability to tMrci parties 
arising out the the lease and at all times to maintain insurance 
against liability with a reputable company approved by the 
Authority in the sum of £1,000,000 for any one claim or such higher 
figure as the Authority shall from time to time reasonably require.
(j) To ensure that all anglers maintain insurance from and against all 
liability to third parties in the sum of £500,000 for any one claim 
or such higher sum as the Authority shall from time to time 
reasonably require.
(k) To be responsible for the stocking of the water.
(1) The lessees will be responsible for the conduct of all people 
fishing the water, including the prosecution of poachers.
(m) Not to allow the disturbance of wildlife or birds nests, or 
commit any act to disturb other peoples quiet enjoyment of the 
countryside.
(n) Not to endanger stock or damage crops, hedges, fences walls, 
tress, shrubs etc, and to compensate the Authority and/or farm 
tenants for any damage.
(o) Not to light fires.
(p) All dogs or other pets in or:aroqnd the reservoir to be kept under 
close ;control.
(q) Not to allow boating or any other unauthorised use of the 
reservoir.
(r) To be responsible for the collection of litter around the reservoir 
and not to permit tackle or litter to be discarded in or around the 
reservoir.
(s) Not to interfere with any operational apparatus or place any fish 
screen or other obstruction on Authority property.
(t) Each angler must hold an Authority,rod licence.



ITEM NO
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
21 OCTOBER 1985 
TOTAL AVAILABLE RESIDUAL CHLORINE (TARC) IN THE RIVER LUNE
Officers of the Authority met Professor Potts and Dr.Hamilton-Taylor 
of Lancaster University in April 1985 to discuss the results and the 
methodology used in the University's TARC survey, the results of which 
had caused some concern, especially to the Lune and Wyre Fishery 
Association who had commissioned the work.
As a result of this meeting a joint statement was issued from the 
University and the Authority, and arrangements were made to carry out 
a joint survey of TARC in the River Lune, designed to test the 
methodology and confirm the results of the original survey.
This joint survey was carried out on the 9th July 1985 after being 
postponed from earlier dates due to high water conditions. A 
spectrophotometric method whereby the amount of TARC present was 
indicated by the amount of light absorbed by the sample was used in 
both surveys. The result of the joint survey revealed serious 
shortcomings in the methodology used, and the values obtained appeared 
to be related to the batch in which the samples were analysed rather 
than to their point of origin in the river.
It was also noticeable that sites which it was anticipated would 
produce low values, e.g. the Hindburn half- a mile upstream of Lowgill 
actually produced some of the highest results. Conversely a site on 
the River Mint which was sampled 60 metres downstream of a known 
discharge of chlorinated cooling water produced one of the lowest 
values.
It is the view of the Authority's officers that the joint survey 
demonstrated that the methodology used is not sufficiently specific or 
reliable to be used for measuring TARC in raw river waters. Discuss­
ions of these findings will take place between the Authority and the 
University and the Association will be kept informed.
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NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
21 OCTOBER 1985 
FISH HATCHERIES
1. At t h e i r  m ee tin g  on 9 Septem ber th e  Board c o n s id e r e d  a r e p o r t  on 
th e  p ro v is io n  and lo c a t io n  of f i s h  h a t c h e r i e s  f o r  b o th  game and 
c o a rs e  f i s h .
2 . B ecause of th e  com plex n a tu r e  o f th e  r e p o r t  a sm a ll su b -co m m ittee  
h as  been a p p o in te d  to  exam ine th e  p r o p o s a ls  in  d e t a i l  and th e  
in a u g u ra l  m ee tin g  o f th e  su b -c o m m itte e  has a l r e a d y  ta k e n  p l a c e .  A 
f u r t h e r  m eeting  has been sc h e d u le d  fo r  l a t e  Novem ber.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
21st OCTOBER, 1985 
AUTHORITY FISHERY AT HALTON - ACCESS PROBLEMS
1. The Authority owns a substantial stretch of fishing on the Lower Lune 
which it manages as a day ticket fishery for the benefit of those 
anglers in the area who are not members of any of the local clubs or 
syndicates.
2. The upper part of the fishery on the right bank in the Crook of the 
Lune area has always been subject to access problems. For this reason 
fishing is not permitted in the grounds of the Hermitage or the 
gardens of Riverside Cottage (A to B on the attached plan). The 
stretch between Riverside Cottage and Halton Green Beck (the down­
stream limit of the Authority's ownership on the right bank) , has not 
been heavily f ished as the bank is densely lined with trees making 
access for fishermen difficult (B to C on the attached plan).
3. The recent gas pipeline crossing resulted in the bank between B -and C 
being cleared of trees for a distance of some fifty yards. This 
encouraged anglers to fish this bankr and a few individuals annoyed 
adjacent owners by standing on the boundary with the fishery down­
stream and deliberately fishing into their waters. This, in turn, led 
to complaints from the landowner, who pointed out that the Authority 
had no formal right of access to the fishery, and that the footpath 
was not adjacent to the river bank. In view of his objections it was 
decided to remove this part of the fishery from the permit. This 
action has led to a letter of complaint from a Mr.Hargreaves of 
Richmond in Yorkshire who has asked that this matter be put before the 
Committee for discussion.
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NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
21ST OCTOBER, 1985
Authority investigations into Acidity Problems in 
Rivers in Cumbria - Progress Report
The Authority has been involved in work on acidity problems, 
particularly in the Rivers Duddon and Esk, since 1980 and during that 
period has carried out joint research with the Institute of 
Terrestrial Ecology, the University of Lancaster and the Freshwater 
Biological Association. At the present time the Authority is 
receiving financial assistance comprising £150,000 from the D.O.E. 
for detailed work on the Esk and Duddon during the period 1984 to
1987, and £50,700 from the E.E.C. for more general work in the area 
during 1984 to 1986.
An outline of the work being carried out was reported to the last 
meeting of the Committee, and the purpose of this note is to update 
that previous report.
River Esk Fish Counter
A fish counting weir has been constructed on the River Esk downstream 
of Cropple How at a cost of £100,000. Extra costs and delays 
resulted from the extremely wet summer, but the counter is now 
operational and the counts are being recorded on solid state data 
logging equipment along with quarter hourly readings of pH, 
conductivity, temperature and river level.
Automatic Monitors
The monitors have continued to function well. During 1985 there have 
been frequent acid "episodes" associated with the high incidence of 
spate conditions, but as in 1984, the acidity of a typical spate has 
been less than it was in 1983 (on the River Esk at least) and there 
have been no reports of mortalities on the Esk or Duddon. There is 
no immediately apparent reason for this change.
Spothow Gill Liming Exercise
The upper reaches of this small tributary of the River Esk were 
treated with 15 tons of 3/4 inch limestone chippings on 20th June, 
1985. Subsequently 500 fingerling brown trout were planted in the 
stream, and a further 500 in a neighbouring untreated stream for 
comparison. Both streams were previously extremely acidic and 
fishless. Although the liming exercise has substantially reduced the 
acidity, the intention of the experiment is to see whether this 
reduction is of sufficiently long duration to allow the planted fish 
to survive and an improved macro invertebrate population to become 
established.
Catchment Liming
Subject to funds being authorised, it is hoped to commence this work
as the second phase of work funded by the Department of the
Environment. catchment liming would commence in Spring 1987 with 
preparatory work being carried out in 1986.
Chemical and Biological Sampling Programme
Sampling has been extended to include 30 streams and reservoirs in 
the Southern Pennine reservoirs. Biological work, in particular 
electrofishing and gill netting studies will be carried out by a 
temporary employee funded by the Department of the Environment. An 
appointment should be made by the end of October, 1985.
